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“WOULD RATIHER BE!

Perhaps the happiest peopie on
earth are those who are satisfied with
the lot into which providence has cast
them. No more disconted, dissatis-
fied. and unhappy individual lives than
the peasant, who forever envies the
1ot of kings; than the poor spend-
thrift, who thinks himscl{ the world's
most despised creature, and believes
that the smiles and the hlessings of
this world are predetermined for the
rich man alone; or than the Negro
who believes the white skin of more
worth than wisdom or character.

Yet, it would not be w¢lt to con-
demn this spirit of dissatisfactino in
the people of the world which so fre-
quently manifests itself in hatred and
jealousy and prejudice. This spirit,
which is the cause of unhappiness is
also the germ of all progress. The
peasant who wishes for hiiusell king-
ly powers, rises up against his lord
and g democracy comes to take the
place of a monarchy. 'The envious
spendthrift mends his ways, becomes
frugal, and eventually a rich miser.
And the Negro is becoming- to regard
his color as a badge offdistinetion and
not one of humiliation. A white cor-
respondent of the daily press remark-
ed recently that her colored neigh-
bors seemed to think themselves bet-
ter than she was.

This spirit of dissatisfaction has not
always been regarded as the mother
of progress. Only recently has this
idea been able to gain ground against
the medieval and early prerepts of ac-
tion, which admonished the downtrod-
den to .be content, the humble to be
humbler still, and the despised to be
gentle and not wrethy.

Something of this medieval spirit
clings to the following words of Ros-
coe Conklin Simmons, nephew of the
late Booker T. Washington, delivered
before a hody of high school graduates
in Little Rock, Arkansas last week.
Mr. Simmons said:

“I should rather be an American
Negro with my fuee toward the fu-
ture, standing on the memory of Lin-
coln, holding in my hand the fiag of
Grant and Cuarney, than to sit uon
any ancient throne my ancestors may
have known in the lloom of a day
past and forever gone."

Contentment and pride with the tot

into which providence has thrown
him is the key thought of Mr. Sim-“
mons' words before these high school
boys and girls. Placing the erixphasis‘
here is certainly correct accord‘ing to
| medieval ideas. Mr. Simmons wishes
to inculeate pride in the modern Ne-
| gro and that is good. But was it nec-
essary.to do this at the expense of be-
llttiingpwha.t our ancestors accomplish-
{ed? ‘We do not think this was meces-
sary. . - -

Theé-American Negro would rather
1 be himself than anybody else under
.|the sun, but if h ehad to be someone
: 'else, he would most rather be one of
‘| those blood Africam relations, who
| have not known 350 years of physmo.l
[slavery and fifty years more ot PO~
'{litlcal, economic and social, slavery.
| These Negroes, whose country, iistheir
'lown, whose lives are in their.own
, hunds, and whose God is theit'-awn,
| these people are and must be the hap-
,piest Negroes on earth.
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